Is Your Home Up to Modern Electrical Code?
Most people don’t think about their electrical system very often, unless something important breaks. But technology has changed over the last few decades, and the National Electrical Code (NEC) has changed with it.
Now homes are safer than ever from electrical fires or electrocution. But older homes with outdated wiring and other systems might still pose dangers when their inhabitants use new technology within. 
At 24/7 Electric, we encourage our clients to upgrade their older electrical systems where safety is concerned. Is your home up to modern electrical code? Check for a few of these common outdated components.
Electrical Panel Size
Thanks to more powerful appliances (like dishwashers, air conditioners, or refrigerators) and so many new handheld devices (smart phones, tablets, or game consoles) our electrical panels are required to funnel more electricity than ever before into our outlets. Since we require so much more power than we used to, we also require panels with more amps.
Today, new homes are usually constructed with 200-amp electrical panels to accommodate the technology they will serve. Older homes were built with 100-amp, 60-amp, or even 30-amp panels. If your electrical panel doesn’t pack enough power or its more than 20 years old, you should consider replacing it.
Electrical Wiring
If your home was built within the last few decades, it probably has acceptable wiring. But homes built in the 1960s sometimes contain copper wiring, which can be flammable and dangerous. 
Today the NEC instructs electricians on which heat-resistant and water-resistant materials to use for wiring in new construction projects. If your electrical wiring is more than 30 years old or if you notice anything odd happening with your switches and fixtures, have a qualified electrician inspect your wiring. 
GFCI Outlets
One of the most important modifications to modern electrical code was the addition of Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter (GFCI) outlets. GFCI outlets are designed to protect homeowners from electrocution. If they detect a disruption in the normal flow of electrical current to a device, they shut off power from the source immediately. 
This is useful around water sources, since water conducts electricity. If your tech comes into contact with water while it is plugged in to a normal outlet, it can electrocute you and even kill you. But a GFCI outlet will cut off the power before that can happen. 
The NEC requires GFCI outlets in kitchens, bathrooms, and outdoors. GFCI outlets have three prongs and buttons that say “test” and “reset.” If you don’t have GFCI outlets near the sources of water in your home, upgrade them as soon as possible.
Smoke & CO Detectors
Every home should have at least a few smoke detectors. But carbon monoxide (CO) detectors are a little bit less common. CO poisoning can slowly make your family sick and eventually kill you. Since carbon monoxide is colorless and odorless, you won’t be able to find it on your own. 
Make sure you have one smoke detector and one CO detector in at least every room where people sleep. Consult with a trusted electrician about other areas of your home that need detectors to keep up with NEC requirements for your area and type of residence.
Get Your Home Up to Modern Electrical Code – Call 24/7 Electric!
Adhering to the National Electrical Code protects you from dangerous electrical hazards and adds value to your home if you ever plan to sell it in the future. 
If your home is missing any of these critical new pieces of technology, let us help keep you safe. Our team of experienced electricians can install new panels, outlets, wiring, and more. 
If you need a licensed and qualified electrician in Calgary, call 24/7 Electric! 587-315-1361 for a Calgary Electrician, or complete our online request form.

